
 

WHAT THEY ARE SAYING 
Bipartisan Public Lands Caucus 

 
Whitney Potter Schwartz, Senior Vice President, Outdoor Recreation Roundtable: “The 
creation of the Public Lands Caucus is a significant and welcome step forward in protecting and 
expanding access to our public lands and waters that power America’s $1.2 trillion outdoor 
recreation economy and enrich the lives of millions of Americans. Keeping public lands public is 
a business imperative. There couldn't be a more important time to stand up for America's best 
return on investment and keep public land selloff out of reconciliation. ORR thanks 
Representatives Gabe Vasquez and Ryan Zinke for their leadership and all the bipartisan 
members of the Caucus who have come together to champion public lands access, stewardship, 
and infrastructure investments. We look forward to working with the Caucus to ensure that 
public lands remain public and continue to be a foundation for outdoor experiences, local 
economies, and healthy communities for generations to come.” 
  
Phil Ingrassia, President of the national RV Dealers Association (RVDA): “Public lands are 
essential to the emotional and economic well-being of our nation. RVDA applauds the creation 
of the Public Lands Caucus and its commitment to enhancing access and expanding the 
infrastructure that supports millions of Americans who enjoy these shared spaces.” 
  
Julie Sutton, Senior Director Government Affairs, VF Corporation: VF Corporation and our 
portfolio of iconic outdoor brands applaud Representatives Ryan Zinke (R-MT) and Gabe 
Vasquez (D-NM) for their bipartisan leadership in establishing the Public Lands Caucus. This 
caucus has an opportunity to improve management of public lands, protect and conserve our 
natural resources and maintain access for everyone to enjoy the outdoors. We thank you for your 
commitment to our public lands. 
  
Myke Bybee, Senior Director of Federal Relations, Trust for Public Land: “Trust for Public 
Land strongly commends Representatives Ryan Zinke (R-MT) and Gabe Vasquez (D-NM) for 
their bipartisan leadership in launching the Public Lands Caucus and introducing legislation — 
The Public Lands in Public Hands Act — which affirms the importance of our shared national 
landscapes. With Congress and the Administration considering proposals to sell off federal land, 



 
and as Americans visit public lands in record numbers—to hike, hunt, and connect with 
nature—their leadership could not come at a more critical time.” 
  
Jenn Dice, President & CEO, PeopleForBikes: “Public lands are an important part of the 
American experience and critical to the outdoor recreation economy, including the bicycle 
industry. We applaud the leaders of the Public Lands Caucus who are committed to protecting, 
managing, and staffing our most treasured natural spaces that are a source of our national pride.” 
  
Michael Reitzell, President of the National Ski Areas Association: “Millions of Americans and 
guests from around the world ski and ride on our unmatched public lands every year, providing a 
tremendous economic lift to our mountain communities. It’s always the right time to highlight 
the importance of public lands to America’s outdoor heritage, wellness, and economy. And in 
doing exactly that, NSAA applauds the leadership of Reps. Ryan Zinke (R-MT) and Gabe 
Vasquez (D-NM) in launching the Bipartisan Public Lands Caucus.” 
  
Caryn Short, America Outdoors: “America Outdoors applauds Representatives Vasquez and 
Zinke for their leadership in launching the bipartisan Public Lands Caucus. Continued access to 
our public lands is vital to the health of the outfitting industry, rural economies, and the millions 
of Americans who rely on these landscapes for connection, livelihood, and adventure.” 
  
Rachel Franchina, Executive Director, Society of Outdoor Recreation Professionals: “Public 
lands are part of the shared national identify of Americans. They are treasured places – both 
close to home and in iconic protected areas - for people to spend time with family and friends, 
recharge themselves and reconnect with nature. The Society of Outdoor Recreation Professionals 
supports Representatives Ryan Zinke (R-MT) and Gabe Vasquez (D-NM)’s Bipartisan Public 
Lands Caucus. High-quality experiences on public lands are something the vast majority of 
American value and their commitment to ensuring access to our shared heritage is more 
important now than ever.” 
  
Mary Ellen Sprenkel, President & CEO, The Corps Network: "Americans love our public 
lands. Hundreds of millions of people visit our national parks, forests, and grasslands every year, 
helping drive local economies. The Corps Network proudly represents 150 Corps programs 
across the country that work with resource management agencies on critical maintenance 



 
projects that keep our public lands safe and open for all to enjoy. Through service on public 
lands, thousands of Corps participants every year gain invaluable work experience for the 
modern workforce. We appreciate the goal of the Public Lands Caucus to ensure Americans have 
access to the Great Outdoors.” 
  
Julie M. Broadway, President, American Horse Council & American Horse Council 
Foundation: “According to American Horse Council’s latest economic impact study, 39 million 
U.S. households include a horse enthusiast, with recreational trail riders representing the largest 
segment of the equine industry — underscoring the critical need for access to public lands. 
Federal data supports this: the Bureau of Land Management estimates three million annual 
horseback riding visitors, along with 46,000 participating in pack use; the U.S. Forest Service 
cites 206,000 horseback riders, and the National Park Service reports 1.6 million. Conserving 
public lands, supporting local economies, and ensuring access for all Americans is essential to 
the equine community, and we strongly applaud the creation of this congressional caucus as a 
step toward protecting these shared resources.” 
  
Dan Mahoney, Government Affairs Manager, American Prairie: “American Prairie applauds 
Representatives Ryan Zinke and Gabe Vasquez for launching this bipartisan caucus to protect our 
country’s public lands. These lands are a cherished piece of America’s heritage, and one that 
American Prairie is committed to conserving and expanding access to in Montana. This new 
caucus’s dedication to the same is worth celebrating and so are the members of Congress leading 
the way to do so.” 
  
Jordan Schreiber, Director of Government Relations, The Wilderness Society: “The Wilderness 
Society celebrates this bipartisan caucus's commitment to protecting public lands and access to 
them, which starts with keeping them in public hands. We look forward to working with 
members to ensure that any future efforts to sell off these national treasures to the highest bidder 
are defeated." 
  
Tom Cors, Senior Director of Legislative Affairs, The Nature Conservancy: “Public lands need 
to be kept in public hands. They are not just picturesque selfie backdrops. People across America 
depend on them for jobs, to recharge their internal batteries, and to clean our water and air. Also, 
wildlife depend on them for food and shelter. Through this caucus, Representatives Ryan Zinke 



 
and Gabe Vasquez are ensuring our public lands will last forever, giving life to us all.”​
​
 
David Feinman, Vice President of Government Affairs, Conservation Lands Foundation: 
“Conservation Lands Foundation applauds Representatives Gabe Vasquez and Ryan Zinke for 
working across the aisle to launch the bipartisan Public Lands Caucus, which will hold Congress 
accountable to protect access to America’s public lands and ensure they remain in public hands. 
Our nation’s public lands contain remarkable and irreplaceable ecological, historical and cultural 
resources that reflect thousands of years of human connection to lands and waters, and we look 
forward to the Public Lands Caucus reflecting the overwhelming bipartisan support across 
America for keeping public lands in public hands.” 
  
Maite Arce, President and CEO, Hispanic Access Foundation: “Hispanic Access Foundation 
applauds the launch of the bipartisan Public Lands Caucus and the leadership of Representatives 
Vasquez and Zinke. Public lands are essential to our way of life—they support local economies, 
provide space for recreation and reflection, and contribute to the health and well-being of 
communities across the country. This caucus is an important step toward protecting these 
treasured places and ensuring they remain accessible and well-managed for future generations.” 
  
Chris Wood, President and CEO, Trout Unlimited: “Public lands are the backyard of the little 
guy, demonstrating our commitment to leaving the world a better place for our children than the 
one we inherited from our parents. On behalf of Trout Unlimited members across the nation, I 
thank Congressmen Zinke and Vasquez and the members of the newly minted bipartisan Public 
Lands Caucus for their leadership upholding our legacy of public lands. Preventing large-scale 
transfer or sale of federal public lands helps to maintain access to some of the best places to fish 
and hunt on the planet. We look forward to working with the caucus to keep it that way.” 
  
Athan Manuel, Director of Sierra Club’s Lands Protection Program: “Our public lands are part 
of what makes this country great. They preserve critical habitat, provide our communities with 
clean air and water, and exploring these places has been a rite of passage for countless 
generations of Americans. It is more critical than ever that these treasured landscapes remain in 
the hands of we the people. The Public Lands Caucus will play an important - and bipartisan - 
role in ensuring Congress does its part to keep it that way.” 



 
  
Tom Kiernan, CEO, American Rivers: “Public lands are the source of clean drinking water for 
millions of Americans. The rivers that flow across our national parks, forests, and rangelands 
provide recreation and awesome scenic beauty to our country.  We are excited to continue 
working with Congress to support the protection of these lands and rivers on behalf of all 
Americans. Thank you to Representatives Vasquez and Zinke for launching this caucus.” 
  
Joel Pedersen, President and CEO, Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership: 
“On both sides of the aisle, Americans cherish our public lands. From the Northern Rockies of 
Montana to the Gila Mountains of New Mexico, these lands and waters provide invaluable 
opportunities to millions of hunters and anglers. We join our nation’s sportsmen and women in 
thanking Representatives Zinke and Vasquez for their leadership in forming the bipartisan Public 
Lands Caucus which will continue to advance America’s outdoor legacy.” 
  
Lesli Allison, Chief Executive Officer, Western Landowners Alliance: “The Western 
Landowners Alliance applauds the formation of the bipartisan Public Lands Caucus to protect 
our public lands and thanks Representatives Vasquez and Zinke for their leadership on this issue. 
Care for our public lands is a priority across party lines and fence lines in the West. Western 
Landowners Alliance members steward tens of millions of acres of private and public land, and 
recognize the challenges facing federal land management and budgets. We are also acutely aware 
of the nation’s real housing deficit. But disposal of federal land is not a practical solution to 
either problem.” 
  
Paul Hendricks, Executive Director, The Conservation Alliance: “Conservation has been 
supported by folks from both political parties and nearly all demographics for generations - 
America's best and most durable public lands protections have come from members of Congress 
working together across party lines. Yet many of those places are now at risk of losing those 
protections, which would be detrimental to our nation's economy. Safeguarding nature creates 
jobs, supports local economies as well as the $1.2 trillion outdoor recreation economy, and 
ensures these benefits exist for future generations. The Conservation Alliance and our 200 
business members are excited to see the launch of the Public Lands Caucus and thank 
Representative Vasquez and Representative Zinke for taking the lead." 
  



 
Devin O’Dea, Western Policy & Conservation Manager, Backcountry Hunters & Anglers: 
“Backcountry Hunters & Anglers strongly supports the creation of the Public Lands Caucus and 
thanks Representatives Vasquez and Zinke for bringing together a bipartisan force to defend 
against ongoing threats to sell or transfer our wild public lands. Our public lands define who we 
are as Americans — places where anyone, regardless of background, can hunt, fish, camp or 
explore. The Public Lands Caucus is a crucial step in ensuring our wild public lands, waters, and 
wildlife endure.” 
  
Ariel Wiegard, Vice President of Government Affairs, Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever: 
"America's upland hunters and grassland advocates applaud today's launch of the bipartisan 
Public Lands Caucus, and we stand ready to work with Reps. Vasquez, Zinke, and the other 
Caucus members to advance public land conservation policies, increase and improve habitat and 
access, and energize and engage the upland conservation community. America’s grassland and 
sagebrush shrub-steppe ecosystems are among the most at-risk environments in the world, 
resulting in the decline of our most cherished grassland species and fewer places to hunt on 
high-quality habitat—we are confident this Caucus will help ensure our treasured public lands 
deliver the promise of more wildlife and more hunters, alongside other natural resource and 
quality of life benefits, to the American people.” 
  
Jason Burckhalter, Co-CEO, National Wild Turkey Federation: "The NWTF extends deep 
gratitude to Congressmen Vasquez and Zinke for their leadership in founding the bipartisan 
Public Lands Caucus. This crucial effort bolsters the unique American public trust, ensuring our 
public lands—vital habitats for wildlife, cornerstones of our hunting heritage, and cherished 
spaces for outdoor recreation—remain a shared resource, held in trust for all citizens, preserving 
their accessibility and stewardship for future generations." 
  
Louis Geltman, Vice President for Policy and Government Relations, Outdoor Alliance: 
“Outdoor Alliance is grateful to Representatives Gabe Vasquez and Ryan Zinke for their 
leadership in creating the Public Lands Caucus. Public lands need champions, and we look 
forward to working with members of the caucus to protect public lands and waters and outdoor 
recreation experiences. Outdoor recreation is a bipartisan value and benefits the millions of 
Americans who get outside each year. We look forward to building momentum for the caucus’s 
work to support outdoor recreation, public lands and waters, and conservation.” 



 
  
Caroline Gleich, professional athlete: 
“As someone who has spent my life exploring and advocating for public lands, I’m thrilled to 
support the launch of the Public Lands Caucus. These lands are more than lines on a 
map—they’re where we connect with nature, with each other, and with something larger than 
ourselves. I applaud Representative Vasquez for his leadership in creating a space in Congress to 
prioritize conservation, recreation, and access for all. At a time when public lands are under 
threat from extractive industries and political indifference, this caucus sends a clear message: our 
lands are not for sale. They belong to the people—and we’re here to protect them.” 
  
America Fitzpatrick, Conservation Program Director, League of Conservation Voters: 
“We applaud the establishment of the bipartisan Public Lands Caucus led by Representatives 
Vasquez and Zinke. The bipartisan nature of this caucus underscores how public lands unite us. 
Public lands across the country provide countless recreational, cultural, health, and economic 
opportunities. Proposals like the dark-of-night amendment to sell-off public lands in Utah and 
Nevada during last night’s House Natural Resources Committee markup have no place in the 
Budget Reconciliation process and we look forward to working with the caucus to ensure our 
lands and waters are protected for generations to come.” 
  
Kellis Moss, Managing Director of Federal Affairs for Ducks Unlimited: “Public lands make 
hunting, fishing, and other outdoor recreation activities accessible for millions of Americans. 
Some of our most critical conservation programs, such as NAWCA, invest in habitat on public 
lands. We’re glad to see Congress prioritize conserving America’s natural places for the next 
generation of outdoorsmen and women, and we’re happy to support the Public Lands Caucus in 
this effort.” 
  


